












The port of Kobe is emblematic of Japanʼs international 
trade. The Ocean Prince takes you on a leisurely cruise 
around Kobe Port, which flourished as a foreign enclave 
and still retains an exotic feeling. Check out the screens 
on the boat to learn more about the port of Kobe.

Everyone all over Japan knows the traditional 
Japanese toy the “Fukimodoshi”. In Japan, 

theyʼre also called Piropiro and Peehyara, while 
in other countries theyʼre called party horns and 
blowouts, and are used at birthday, Christmas 
and other parties. 

Take a tour of the Fukimodoshi factory and 

exhibits, and play with more than 10 different 
types of Fukimodoshi. Not only that, but you can 

choose from a variety of colors and patterns to 
make your own original Fukimodoshi, included in 
the tour.

Duration: �.�hours
(��:��～��:��、��:��～��:��)
Meeting place: Awaji Puppet Theatre
����-� Fukurako, Minamiawaji , Hyogo 
Inquiries:  Awaji Puppet Theatre

https://awajiningyoza.com/
awajiningyo@gmail.com

https://www.parchez.co.jp
parchez@parchez.co.jp

A member of the troupe will guide you as you experience 
the trio of Puppet Joruri: the 3-person operation of a 

puppet, emoting as you speak some joruri lines, and 
playing the samisen. Be sure to take photos of each 
experience!

Manipulated by three 

people, the puppets 

outperform human actors!

Backstage tour

After the performance, 
a backstage tour!

In the 1960s, the high quality of Japanese 
Fukimodoshi led to their export to 

countries around the world: the US and 

Canada, Europe, Russia, Brazil and more. 
These days Fukimodoshi are used widely 

not just as toys, but for medical, 
therapeutic and beauty purposes, as well.

Japanese Fukimodoshi

The Awaji Puppet Joruri is a puppet show that developed from Shinto 
rituals. This aspect of popular culture is deeply rooted on Awaji Island 
and has a long history of more than 500 years. Each group of three people 
operates one puppet, and it would not be an exaggeration to say that the 
plays, passed down for generations and enacted with great elegance, 
convey the essence of Japanʼs proud performing arts.  The puppets, 
appearing even more alive than humans, express emotional drama that 
invites spectators into a world of dreams.

�� History・Culture AWAJI

�� History・Culture AWAJI �� Nature・Landscape AWAJI

�� Nature・Landscape AWAJI

�� Nature・Landscape KOBE・HANSHIN

https://www.fukimodosi.org/
office@fukimodosi.org

Duration: �� min 
Meeting place: Fukimodoshi-no-Sato
���-� Kouchi, Awaji , Hyogo

Enjoy the unique experience of making Awaji 
Islandʼs historic incense. About 170 years ago, 
incense making developed here as a local 
industry, and now the island boasts Japanʼs 
largest production volume. Here youʼll watch a 
video explaining how incense is made, and see 
the fragrant wood and the machinery actually 
used to process it. Then a handmade 

picture-card show will teach you about the 

history of incense on Awaji Island. Finally, youʼll 
be able to try making incense yourself. Itʼs an 
experience to be had only here, in Japanʼs 
foremost incense region.

�� History・Culture AWAJI
Aromatic handicraft experience on Awaji Island, Japan’s foremost incense-producing region Learning about January ��, ����, Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake DisasterLet's play "Fukimodoshi", a traditional Japanese toy on Awaji Island

The theme of this information facility 

is aroma. The large greenhouse and 
extensive gardens are home to about 
100 different kinds of herbs.

Parchez Kaori-no-Yakata

Earthquake storytelling
“KATARIBE”

Duration:��min
Meeting place: Parchez Kaori-no-Yakata
����-� Osaki, Awaji , Hyogo

The Nojima Fault Preservation Museum contains 
the actual active fault line that appeared when the 
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster occurred 
on January 17, 1995. Other attractions in the park 
include the Memorial House, which remained 
largely undamaged although very near the fault, and 
the Kobe Wall, which survived the bombing of Kobe 
(1945) and the Hanshin-Awaji earthquake. You can 
also experience what an earthquake feels like in the 
earthquake simulator. The aim of this theme park is 
to raise awareness of the danger of natural disasters 
and pass the lesson on to future generations.

Duration: �� min 
Meeting place: Uzushio Dome Nanairokan 
����-� Fukurako, Minamiawaji , Hyogo 
Inquiries: Joyport Minamiawaji Inc.

http://www.uzu-shio.com/
narumi@castle.ocn.ne.jp

http://www.nojima-danso.co.jp/
info@nojima-danso.co.jp

https://kobebayc.co.jp/
kobebayc@ryobi-holdings.jp

Huge whirlpools are generated in only a very few places 
in the world, and have been identified in the north of 
Norway, the east coast of Canada, and Scotland in the 
UK, among others. 
Here in Hyogo an initiative is underway, in cooperation 
with Norway, to register “Uzushio” as a World Heritage 
site.

Extraordinary Swirling Whirlpools

We donʼt want precious lives and 
irreplaceable sacrifices to have been 
in vain. Our duty as survivors is to 
pass the stories on to posterity. 
Toward that end, “KATARIBE” 
storytellers tell their stories at the 
Memorial House every Tuesday. 

“Uzushio” is a rare natural phenomenon caused by the tide 
rushing through the extremely narrow Naruto Strait between 
Awaji Island and Shikoku. The moonʼs tidal force causes these 
whirlpools, which means that especially large ones can be seen 
around the times of the new and full moons. These whirlpools are 

among the largest in the world, with diameters of about 30 
meters. In addition to viewing the whirlpools close-up, the “
Uzushio” cruise also offers the opportunity to learn from an 
on-board guide about how the whirlpools are generated and their 
natural environment.

Duration: �-� hours 
Meeting place: Nojima Fault Preservation Museum 
��� Ogura, Awaji, Hyogo

Inquiries: Hokudan Earthquake Memorial ParkInquiries: Parchez Kaori-no-YakataInquiries: FUKIMODOSHI NO SATO CO.,LTD

Duration: �� min Meeting place: Nakatottei Chuo Cruise Terminal (Kamomeria)�-� Hatoba-cho Chuo-ku Kobe, Hyogo Inquiries: Kobe Bay Cruise

Cruise tour around Kobe, one of Japan’s principal ports

Experience Awaji puppets opera, Japan's ���-year-old traditional performing art

Cruise tour to extraordinary natural wonder, The Whirlpools of Naruto Strait
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